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Responses to our survey show churches in 

our region are working well together, but we 

need more replies to give us a fuller picture. 

How can we work together more closely across our 

worshipping communities? What works well? What can 

we do better?  

In seeking you help to answer these questions, earlier 

this year Birmingham Churches Together set up a survey 

entitled ôCelebrating Unity in Missionõ. The launch was 

announced in the last edition of BEN.   

A big thank you to all those who have completed the 

survey so far ð your responses have revealed a vibrant 

and colourful scene of churches across Birmingham and 

Solihull working together, and will help shape BCTõs 

vision for the future. 

However, there are still many gaps and we need your 

help to fill them before the survey closes on Monday 16 

July.  In particular, we want more people to engage with 

the survey with experience and knowledge of their local 

Churches Together group, whether or not it is currently 

functioning. Whilst some groups are healthy and 

effective, others are struggling or have stopped meeting, 

whilst others are active but are meeting less often.  In 

some parts of the region there has never been a local 

group.  Why is that? What helps a group to work well and 

what prevents a local group from functioning?  

Our hope is to see every neighbourhood across the 

metropolitan areas of Birmingham and Solihull 

represented in the survey before it closes. Although we 

are doing well in some parts of the region, other 

neighbourhoods are under-represented. Please donõt 

assume that someone else from your group or church 

has responded.  Included with BEN are some business 

style cards for you to invite others to engage in the 

survey. We would love to have 5-6 responses from each 

church or congregation.  Please pass them on! 

You do not need to know all the answers to the 

questions. We invite you to complete as much as you 

can. It normally takes 10 minutes to finish.  You can find 

the survey at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/LHT6NVL or 

from the front page of our website at 

www.birminghamchurches.org.uk. 
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The contents of BEN do not necessarily reflect the considered views of the BCT Trustees or its member churches.   

BCT reserves the right to edit/format news articles/events/information for inclusion in BEN.   
 

   Enews deadlines: 9am on the following Mondays: 16th July, 13th August, 10th September 
 

  Postal Address   Birmingham Churches Together, The Jericho Building, 196ñ198 Edward Road, Balsall Heath, Birmingham B12 9LX 

  Telephone    0121 661 4273 (please leave a message on the answerphone and we will get back to you) 

  Editor:      Revd Colin Marsh, Ecumenical Development Officer (email: office@birminghamchurches.org.uk)  

  Social media:   Facebook and Twitter: @BirmCTogether 
 

  Presidents of BCT:     Bishop David Urquhart (Anglican Bishop of Birmingham) 

        Archbishop Bernard Longley (Catholic Archbishop of Birmingham) 

        Revd. Ian Howarth (Free Churches Moderator and Chair of Birmingham Methodist District) 
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8ÓíġĆĖíÀú 
The introduction of General Data Protection 

Regulations in May has coincided with our plans to 

upgrade the Birmingham Churches Together 

website. As well as ensuring the new website 

complies with the new regulations, we are taking this 

opportunity to review all our communications, 

including social media, our monthly enews and this 

BEN publication.  

 

We are aware the database we currently use to post this publication is not 

sustainable without changes to ensure it is compliant with GDPR. Our next 

mailing will inform you of these changes. 

 

The ôCelebrating Unity in Missionõ survey is now all the more important as it is 

an opportunity to hear from you about the way you and your churches are 

working together. The information from the survey will help shape our 

communication strategy. We will compile a report summarising the 

information and views you share in the weeks after the survey closes on 16 

July. Our aim is to complete this by early September and use it to develop our 

communication strategy, including our website upgrade. 

 

As ever, there are a wide range of initiatives and events from across 

Birmingham and Solihull included in this edition. The focus from Restore on 

supporting refugees & asylum seekers and the information from Adavu about 

modern slavery is a reminder of important ministries alongside people on the 

margins of society. Thank you to Paul Walker from Highgate for his honest 

and helpful reflections on working with other churches and people from other 

faiths. 

 

We have included key details for a wide range of events being held across 

the area in the next few weeks. For more details about any event that 

interests you, please go to the Birmingham Churches Together website for 

further information. We regularly post events and event reminders on our 

Twitter and Facebook pages: @BirmCTogether  

 

With best wishes, Revd Colin Marsh 

Ecumenical Development Officer, Birmingham Churches Together 

-ĆĀġÙĀġĚ 
p3 Jerichoõs Re-Users 

P4 Modern Slavery & Adavu 

p5 Multicultural Highgate / 

Heart & Soul Radio / Prayer 

Breakfast 

p6 Amandaõs Story (BCM) 

p7 CIGB Workplace Chaplains 

p8 Near Neighbours Grants / òA 

Future for Alló 

p9 Retreats 

p10 Events & Ads 

p14 Narthex Sparkhill / Modern 

Slavery  / Stillwaters 

p15 Permission to Smile / Ethical 

Money Churches 

p16 Refugee Week: An Interview 

with Shari Brown from 

Restore 
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